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used for growing the strong reeds (caiias) which are em-

ployed for making the stakes for young vines, and the fork-

like supports for fruit-laden branches, and give their names
to the dales themselves (canadas). Like land everywhere
else in Europe, the whole of the cultivated land round

Jerez is divided into sections bearing distinctive names, so-

called pagos. These pagos, again, consist of several fields

or properties; only rarely one entire pago, still more rarely
several pagos, also form a single property. The pagos are

very unequal in size; many are entirely covered with

vineyards.
For a list of the Jerez pagos reference may be made to a

brochure on the viticulture and trade of Jerez, by D. Diego
Parada y Barreto, which appeared in Jerez in 1868.

169. THE BALBAINA DISTRICTS.

The district of Balbaina is perhaps the oldest viticultural

pago in the neighbourhood of Jerez. It lies in a north-west

direction from Jerez, on both sides of the new road to

San Lucar, mainly between that road and the road to

Rota. It consists of five great divisions, of which three only

belong to the community of Jerez, while two owe municipal

allegiance to Puerto de Sta. Maria. The Jerez Balbaina,

properly so called, lies on the north-west, or right side of

the San Lucar road, past San Julian, and includes Cande-
lero and the Llano de las Tablas. South-west of it lies the

largest part of the district, termed Balbaina alta, to dis-

tinguish it from the contiguous Balbaina baja, of the Puerto

vineyards. Farther to the north-west, also on the left of the

road to San Lucar, is the pago of los Cuadrados, with the

contiguous Balbaina of Puerto, properly so called.

Balbaina, with Balbaina alta, and including the Puerto

Balbainas, comprises more than twelve hundred aranzadas

of vineyards. Its soil is albariza and bugeo ;
its vines are

palomino, perruno, canocazo, albillo, Pedro Jimenez, and

mantuo, and its mostos are held in great esteem. The
most reputed vineyards are the Canas, la Campanilla, del

Arcon, and del Sargento mayor. Jerez monasteries once
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held a great part of this district, and a particular plantation

they termed the vineyard of God. Candelero, which is

contiguous to Balbaina towards San Julian, is a pago of

about eighty aranzadas, in the valley which bears its name.
The soil is for the greater part bugeo, and its vines are palo-
minos. A special vineyard in the pago also bears its name.
North-west of Balbaina, and bordering upon the Canas, is

the Llano de las Tablas, a pago of forty aranzadas, border-

ing in the north upon Marihernandez.

Just across the San Lucar road is Balbaina alta, a vast

expanse of green hills and dales. The first sub-pago nearest

to Jerez is Sida, a pago of forty aranzadas, with albariza

soil, planted with palomino and Pedro Jimenez. Noted

vineyard, la Miranda. Sida derives its name from that of

an old Jerez family. Farther on is the Canada de Huerta,
a pago with bugeo soil, and palomino vines. It borders

upon the Gallega group of pagos, and upon the Rincones, a

pago with albariza, bugeo, and lustrillo soil, and palomino
stock. At the southern end of Balbaina alta, and close to

and at the right of the road to Rota, is the pago Cruz de
Husillo.

At the north-west end of Balbaina alta, and opposite los

Cuadrados, we find the pago of Plantalina, forty aranzadas

of bugeo and lustrillo soil, with palomino prevailing. Far
to the north-west is the pago of los Cuadrados, two hundred

aranzadas, with albariza and bugeo soil. The palomino
reigns. A noted vineyard is la Soledad. Close by is the

pago of las Peonias, with a good vineyard of the same
name.

In this neighbourhood I observed a beautiful plantation
of albillos. These vines are not ordinarily kept on separate

plots of ground, like the palominos, or Pedro Jimenezes, but

grown interspersed in uncertain numbers with the prevailing
varieties. The Albillo castellano ought to be particularly

good for wine making, as will appear from the following

description. It is a slender vine, with many canes, lying on
the ground, of a silver-grey reddish colour, small palmate
leaves, with heart-shaped sinuses, green, but a little reddish

when first developed, falling late; the bunches are pyramidal,


